
A Mind for the Ages: 
Ramon Llull,   Doctor Illuminatus

This symposium has been organized  
to celebrate the publication of The Art  
and Logic of Ramon Llull: A User’s Guide,  
by Anthony Bonner.  
 
Ramon Llull (1232-1315), born in  
Mallorca, was a poet, novelist, philosopher, 
man of action, and missionary. He was  
also the first writer to develop an extensive 
body of theology, philosophy, literature, 
logic, and science in a Romance language,  
Catalan. His influence is both historical,  
on such philosophers as Leibniz and 
Bruno, and contemporary, as Llull has  
been claimed as a precursor by cyberneti-
cists, structuralists, experts in robotics, and 
voting theorists. (The Encyclopedia Britan-
nica suggests that if American polling 
experts had read Llull, the 2000 elections 
would have gone to Al Gore.) 

The symposium will situate this important 
thinker in the historical and social  
(Freedman), literary (Piera), and religious 
(Hames) context of his period, while  
considering his current relevance by  
exploring his contribution to electoral  
theory (Pukelsheim), and how he  
developed a combinatorial, demonstrative 
system which constituted a science of  
sciences (Bonner).  
 
For more information, please contact  
The Catalan Center at (212) 998 8255
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Thursday 
 March 6th 

 
6:00 pm 

Introduction 
 

6:15 pm 
Harvey Hames (Ben Gurion University)  

Did Ramon Llull Know Kabbalah?  
Respondent: Ibtissam Bouachrine  

(Smith College)  
 

7:30 pm 
Reception and Book Display  

 
Friday 
 March 7th 

 
11:00 am – 12:15 pm  

Montserrat Piera (Temple University) 
Ramon Llull, the Quest,  
and Medieval Romance  

Respondent: Melcion Mateu (NYU) 
 

12:15 – 12:30 pm  
Coffee Break 

 
12:30 – 1:45 pm 

Friedrich Pukelsheim (Universität Augsburg) 
Llull and Electoral Processes 
Respondent: Arnold Urken  

(Stevens Institute of Technology) 
 

2:00 – 4:30 pm 
Lunch Break 

 
4:30 – 5:45 pm 

Paul Freedman (Yale University) 
Catalonia and the Mediterranean  

in the Era of Ramon Llull 
Karl Appuhn (NYU) 

 
5:45 – 6:00 pm 

Break 
 

6:00 – 7:30 pm 
Keynote speaker: Anthony Bonner  

The Art and Logic of Ramon Llull 
Respondent: Matthew L. Jones 

 
7:30 – 7:45 pm 

Conclusions

 
 

Publishing Notes 
 

Anthony Bonner,  
The Art and Logic of Ramon Llull 

Brill: brill.nl

Harvey Hames,  
The Art of Conversion: Christianity  

and Kabbalah in the Thirteenth Century  
Brill: brill.nl

 Paul Freedman,  
Out of the East:  

Spices and the Medieval Imagination 
Yale University Press: yalebooks.com      

 
 Paul Freedman,  

Food: The History of Taste 
University of California Press: ucpress.edu

 Friedrich Pukelsheim,  
The Church, The Councils, and Reform:  

The Legacy of the Fifteenth Century 
CUA Press: cuapress.cua.edu/books/view-

book.cfm?Book=CHCC 
 

Matthew L. Jones 
The Good Life in the Scientific  

Revolution: Descartes, Pascal, Leibniz,  
and the Cultivation of Virtue 
University of Chicago Press:  

www.press.uchicago.edu/cgi-bin/hfs.
cgi/00/189854.ctl


